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Appendix E - Local Green Spaces 
 
E1. The list of Local Green Spaces (LGS) has been developed and tested following the Locality 

guidance “Making local green space designations in your neighbourhood plan”. 

(https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/making-local-green-space-designations-
neighbourhood-plan/)  

E2. Members of the Character Assessment Group and the Environment Focus Group drew up a long 
list (Table E1) of 16 potential green spaces. This included: 

• Spaces identified from desk-top research and local walkabouts 

• Spaces proposed by the community through the various local engagement activities 

E3. A high-level review of the spaces was undertaken. Some of the spaces were considered to be 
already adequately protected. 

Site name Selected for designation? 
LG1 Sparrows Green Recreation Field 
 

No - Wadhurst Parish Council owned, hence 
considered to be adequately protected from 
inappropriate development. 

LG2 Commemoration Hall Field No - This field is managed and owned by the 
Wadhurst Institute Hall & Field Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  The CIO 
constitution requires a Wadhurst Parish 
resident meeting to be held and subject to 
approval by them if any sale or part sale of the 
field is proposed. A recent (Nov 2018) proposed 
development of a new Hall and 22 houses was 
rejected by the resulting resident’s referendum. 
The Field was then removed from the WDC 
SHELAA. 

LG3 Wadhurst Primary School Playing Field 
 

Yes. 

LG4 Uplands Community College Playing Field Yes. 
LG5 Cousley Wood Cricket Ground 
 

No - The field is registered with Sports England 
as an active place and is an emergency area for 
Wadhurst Parish Council. The LGS designation is 
not considered to be required. 

LG6 Sacred Heart School Playing Fields 
 

Yes. 

LG7 ex Wadhurst College Playing Field 
(Mayfield Lane) 

Yes. 

LG8 Jardin d’Aubers (World Wars Memorial, 
Gardens and Pond) 

Yes. 

LG9. Round Oak Allotments No - Wadhurst Parish Council owned (which has 
a duty to provide allotments under the Small 
Holdings and Allotments Act 1908). Considered 
to be adequately protected from inappropriate 
development. 

LG10 Vicarage Green Allotments Yes. 

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/making-local-green-space-designations-neighbourhood-plan/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/making-local-green-space-designations-neighbourhood-plan/
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LG11 Turners Green Field 2 Yes. 
LG12 Turners Green Field 3 Yes. 
LG13 Bewl Water Reservoir Recreation Area Yes. 
LG14 Waters Reach Ecological Area No - Owned by Waters Reach Management 

Company and designated as an Ecological Area 
in the S106 Planning Document for this new 
estate of 35 homes.  

LG15 Wadhurst Castle Grounds No – the grounds are a registered garden and 
are also included within one of the Green Gaps. 

LG16 Stone Cross Farm Field  
 

Yes. 

Table E1: Long-list of potential Local Green Spaces 

E4. The remaining 10 sites were all assessed using the criteria from paragraphs 101-103 of the NPPF 
as detailed below:  

• The Focus Group checked to make sure none of the sites have been allocated for any other 
purpose or usage in the Local Plan or in any other statutory plan.  

• The Focus Group also checked that the land or site in question has not already been granted 
any planning permissions for development.  

• Landowners were notified of the possibility of using the Neighbourhood Plan to designate 
their sites.  

E5. Table E2 provides a high-level review of the proposed sites. This is followed by a series of tables 
to provide the detailed justification for the sites considered appropriate for Local Green Space 
designation. The reference provided refers to the original reference assigned (see Table E2).
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Ref Site name Proximity to 
community 
(yes/no) 

Beauty  
(yes/no) 

History  
(yes/no 

Recreati
on  
(yes/no) 

Tranquillity  
(yes/no) 

Wildlife 
(yes/n

o) 

Extensiv
e Tract 
of 
Land? 
(Size 

Owner 
 

Allocated 
for any other 
use? 

Public 
access 
(not 
essenti
al) 
 

LG3 
 
 

Wadhurst 
Primary 
School 
Playing Field 

Yes Yes / 
Views 

No Yes No Yes No 
(1.8ha) 

ESCC 
Educatio
n 

Yes, Annual 
School Fair and 
Open-Air 
theatre group. 

Yes 

LG4 Uplands 
Community 
College 
Playing Fields 

Yes Yes / 
Views. 

No Yes No Yes No 
(3.0ha) 

ESCC 
Educatio
n 

Yes. Annual 
Village Fair 

Yes 

LG6 Sacred Heart 
Playing Fields 

Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No 
(0.6ha) 

Catholic 
Church  

No Yes 

LG7 Ex Wadhurst 
College 
Recreation 
Field 

Yes Yes / 
Views 

No Only dog 
walking 
currently 

Yes Yes No 
(2.5ha) 

Greymo
uth 
Homes 

Highest point in 
Wadhurst Parish 
(Beech Hill) 

Yes 

LG8 Jardin 
d’Aubers 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
(0.4ha) 

ESCC 
Fire 
Service 

Village Green 
and wildlife 
area  

Yes 

LG10 Vicarage 
Green 
Allotments 

Yes No but 
Views. 

No Yes No No No  
(0.3ha) 

Ticehurst 
Parish 
Council 

No Yes 

LG11 
 

Turners Green 
Field 2 

Yes Yes / 
Views. 

Yes Yes 
Walking  

Yes Yes No 
(1.0ha) 

Privately-
owned 

Horse / Sheep 
grazing 

Footpath 
46 

LG12 
 

Turners Green 
Field 3 

Yes Yes / 
Views. 

Yes Yes 
Walking 

Yes Yes No 
(1.3ha) 

Privately-
owned 

Horse / Sheep 
grazing 

Footpath 
46 

 
 
LG13 

Bewl Water 
Reservoir 
Recreation 
Area 

Yes Yes / 
Views  

No Yes Yes Yes No 
(13ha) 

Southern 
Water 
(Salomo
ns UK Ltd 
- Lessee) 

Camping 
(3-year 
permission) 

Major 
Recreati
on Area  

LG16 Stone Cross 
Farm Field 

Yes Yes / 
Views. 

Yes Yes 
Walking/ 
Fireworks  

Yes Yes No 
(0.7ha) 

Privately-
owned 

No Footpath 
27a,  

Table E2: High-level summary of the Local Green Spaces 



 

125 
 

LG3 Wadhurst Primary School Playing Field 

Address and 
location 

Sparrows Green Road, Wadhurst, TN5 6SR  

Ownership 
details 

ESCC (Education) 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

This is a large integrated school playing grass field with sports pitches, for 
instance for football. 
 

Any designations AONB 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No. 

Planning 
permissions? 

No. 

Access & 
proximity 
including how 
close to the 
community it 
serves  

Yes, the site is located close to homes. 

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: The space provides an important facility for local school children 
attending the school. Importantly it is also used for outdoor public events like 
School fete and community events such as travelling theatre performers (Rude 
Mechanicals Theatre Company). Its use as a community space – in a parish 
where such space is at a deficit - is considered important to safeguard. 

Beauty: There are valued views over the AONB open countryside to northeast.  

Local in 
character?  

1.8 ha 
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Photo 

 

Location map 

 

--- 

LG4: Uplands Community College Playing Fields 

Address and 
location 

Lower High Street, Wadhurst, TN5 6AZ 

Ownership 
details 

ESCC (Education) 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

These are large integrated school playing fields, laid to grass.  
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Any designations AONB. 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No. 

Planning 
permissions? 

No live applications. In 2020, a new School Accommodation Block was 
approved and built near to the field. 

Access & 
proximity 
including how 
close to the 
community it 
serves  

Surrounded by homes, within development boundary. 

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: In addition to providing an outdoor recreational facility for the 
school, the fields are also used by the community, for instance to host the 
Annual Village Fete.  

Wildlife: There are a number of mature trees bounding the fields, which 
provide an important habitat and part of the wider network of green 
infrastructure.  

Beauty: There are wonderful distinctive and valued views across the AONB to 
the southern ridges. 

Local in 
character?  

3.0 ha 

Photo 
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Location map 

 

--- 

 

LG6: Sacred Heart School playing field 

Address and 
location 

Mayfield Lane, Wadhurst, TN5 6DQ 

Ownership 
details 

The Catholic Church (Arundel and Brighton Diocesan Trust) 

Description 
and purpose / 
current use 

This is a large playing field within the school grounds. It is laid to grass with a 
multi-use games area. 

Any 
designations 

AONB. 

Site 
allocations in 
Local Plan 

No. 

Planning 
permissions? 

No 

Access & 
proximity 
including how 
close to the 
community it 
serves  

It is located within the development boundary and surrounded by housing. There 
is public access through to Church cemetery. 

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: The school plays an active part in community life and the field 
provides a resource for both students attending the school and those visiting for 
sports events. The field houses formal sports pitches (cricket and football), a 
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playground and grassy areas for informal activities. The school hosts parent and 
toddler mornings, where those attending can use the grounds. The space is used 
by the public to access the Church cemetery. 

Wildlife: Parts of the field are left to wildflower, providing an important haven for 
wildlife and bringing a taste of the AONB landscape into the school and local 
community. 

Historic: The school itself was established in 1938 by the Sisters of the Order of 
Notre Dame to provide an education to the children of local Catholic families. It 
has a close relationship with the Parish Church. The use of the site – including 
the field – is considered important to safeguard. 

Local in 
character?  

0.6 ha. 

Photo 

 

Location map 

 

--- 
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LG7: ex Wadhurst College Recreation Field 

Address and location Mayfield Lane, TN5 6DQ 

Ownership details Greymouth Homes 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

Formerly the playing field of Wadhurst College (ex Bellerbys College – Grade 
1 listed). In the past it has been used by local Brownies, Guides and toddler 
groups. Lacrosse has traditionally been played here. 

Any designations AONB. 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No 

Planning 
permissions? 

No. 

Access & proximity 
including how close 
to the community it 
serves  

This is the only sustainable recreation site for the new 41 executive homes 
and 17 apartments at the old Bellerbys college, located opposite (now 
Wadhurst Place). The field is now mainly used for dog / recreational 
walking.  

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: The site is used for informal recreation, for instance for walking 
and dog-walking (there is an image of Wadhurst Place dogwalkers meeting 
up at the site in the photos section below). There are numerous informal 
footpaths. 

Wildlife: Currently left to overgrow and a haven for wildlife. There is an 
established pond on the site.   

Tranquillity: Because of its siting on the periphery of the main settlement 
and its elevated and distanced position away from the ‘B’ road – it is 
extremely tranquil. 

Beauty: This is the highest point in Wadhurst Parish (Best Beech Hill) and 
the long-distance country views to the north/north-west are outstanding. 
Many people visit to view the sunsets. It also affords dark skies. 

Local in character?  2.50 ha 

Photo 
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Location map 

 

 

---  

LG8: Jardin d’Aubers (Memorial Gardens) 

Address and location Wadhurst High Street, TN5 6SR 

Ownership details ESCC (Fire Service) (leased to WPC) 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

A community recreational accessible area with picnic tables, mature trees, 
two ponds, village flagpole, the village sign (stone), and a War Memorial to 
both World Wars. 

Any designations AONB.  The memorial is a Grade II listed building. 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No 

Planning 
permissions? 

No 

Access & proximity 
including how close 

Located within the development boundary and surrounding by homes. 
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to the community it 
serves  

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: Being in close proximity to the local schools and nursery, the 
space provides a meeting point for the families with school children.  They 
use it for informal recreation. 

Tranquillity: The benches in the area encourage older members of the 
community to use the space as well. This provides a space to sit and reflect. 

Historic: The space houses a village memorial to both World Wars and 
importantly to the 28 men from the Wadhurst area whose lives were lost 
on 09/05/1915 at Aubers Ridge in WW1 (hence the name). The Memorial 
is where the local schools will come to commemorate Armistice Day every 
year. The memorial is a Grade II listed building.  

Wildlife: There is an established small wildlife garden with mature trees and 
a wildflower section. Two ponds with the consequent rare wildlife. 

Local in character?  0.4 ha 

Photo 

   

Location map 
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--- 

LG10: Vicarage Green Allotments 

Address and location Vicarage Green, Wadhurst, TN5 6AA 

Ownership details Vicarage Green Allotments Association 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

An allotment site with approximately 20 spaces. 
 

Any designations AONB. 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No. 

Planning 
permissions? 

No. 

Access & proximity 
including how close 
to the community it 
serves  

The site is located towards the edge of the village, accessible to the local 
community.  

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: This is one of two allotment sites serving parishioners. 
Allotments are valued as places for informal recreation and enable local 
people to have access to fresh air and to grow their own food. They are well 
used. 

Local in character?  0.3 ha. 

Photo 
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Location map 

 

 

--- 

LG11: Turners Green Field 2 

Address and location Turners Green Road, TN5 6PX 

Ownership details Privately owned. 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

This is a sloped field, with historical significance, highly valued by the local 
community. It is currently used for horse grazing and as a widely-used and 
popular community footpath. Historically, this was the site of the last ever 
bare-knuckle fight in the Parish.  

Any designations AONB. 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No. 

Planning 
permissions? 

No. In 2019, an application for 5 x Self Build Homes, WD/2019/2252/O, was 
submitted but it was robustly refused in July 2020 due to the impact on the 
High Weald AONB and views as well as the site’s unsustainability. WDC 
commented on the application: 'In response to the recent planning 
application, there was robust community representation regarding the 
site's recreational, historical, and environmental value'. The developer 
subsequently lodged an Appeal, APP/C1435/W/20/3265921, and a revised 
application, WD/2021/1056/O, was issued alongside the Appeal. The 
Appeal was refused in August 2021 and the revised application was refused 
in November 2021. A copy of the Officer Recommendation can be found on 
the Wadhurst Parish Council website. 
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Access & proximity 
including how close 
to the community it 
serves  

The field is located in Turners Green, on the outskirts of the village and 
outside the development boundary. It is close to homes with an ancient 
footpath (46) crossing it. 

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: The local community treasures their popular recreational value 
using them for walking, sledging on the slope, bird watching and wildlife 
spotting. The fields are currently used for horse pasture, which is a 
diminishing asset in Wadhurst. Ancient footpath 46 crosses the site. 

Historic:  Both this site and LGS12 are of significant historical interest. In 
December 1863, the last public Bare Knuckle Prize Fight took place between 
Tom King and John Heenan in December 1863. The fight lasted twenty-four 
rounds and thirty-five minutes. The fight had a significant impact on 
modern day boxing and led to the Queensbury rules for boxing. From then 
on boxing gloves were enforced, and a fighter could no longer seize an 
opponent round the waist and throw him to the ground; punching alone 
would decide any contest. 

There is a commemorative plaque about this in the Sparrows Green 
Pavilion.  

Wadhurst History Society have put up a further commemorative brass 
plaque at the entrance of the site (see photo section), although this was 
mysteriously removed in June 2022.  

Beauty: Set within the AONB, and beyond the development boundary, the 
site affords beautiful long-distance views.  

Wildlife: The site sits within a darker area of the Parish and supports a range 
of flora and fauna including rare species such as dormice, common toad, 
bats, tawny owl, hedgehog, great crested newts, badgers, deer. The WDC 
assessment of the site for biodiversity purposes found: 'the site is mainly 
grassland.......the grassland is species rich and has a biodiversity value'. A 
habitat assessment of the site is included in the Evidence Base for the WNP. 
Additionally, the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre prepared an Ecological 
data search for land at Turners Green Road, Wadhurst, which can also be 
found in the Evidence Base. 

Local in character?  1.0 ha. 
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Photo 

    

 

Location map 

 

--- 

LG12: Turners Green Field 3 

Address and location Three Oaks Lane, TN5 6PX 

Ownership details Privately owned. 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

A sloped field with historical significance, crossed by ancient footpath 46. 
Currently used for horse pasture and as a widely-used and popular 
community footpath. 

Any designations AONB. 
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Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No 

Planning 
permissions? 

No 

Access & proximity 
including how close 
to the community it 
serves 

Located adjacent to LGS11, near to homes, although beyond the 
development boundary. Access is via FP 46. 

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: The local community treasures their popular recreational value 
using them for walking, sledging on the slope, bird watching and wildlife 
spotting. The fields are currently used for horse pasture, which is a 
diminishing asset in Wadhurst. Ancient footpath 46 crosses the site. 

Historic:  Both this site and LGS11 are of significant historical interest. In 
December 1863, the last public Bare Knuckle Prize Fight took place between 
Tom King and John Heenan in December 1863. The fight lasted twenty-four 
rounds and thirty-five minutes. The fight had a significant impact on 
modern day boxing and led to the Queensbury rules for boxing. From then 
on boxing gloves were enforced, and a fighter could no longer seize an 
opponent round the waist and throw him to the ground; punching alone 
would decide any contest. 

There is a commemorative plaque about this in the Sparrows Green 
Pavilion.  

Wadhurst History Society have put up a further commemorative brass 
plaque at the entrance of the site.  

Beauty: Set within the AONB, and beyond the development boundary, the 
site affords beautiful long-distance views.  

Wildlife: The site sits within a darker area of the Parish and supports a range 
of flora and fauna including rare species such as dormice, common toad, 
bats, tawny owl, hedgehog, great crested newts, badgers, deer. A habitat 
assessment of the site is included in the Evidence Base for the WNP. 
Additionally, the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre prepared an Ecological 
data search for land at Turners Green Road, Wadhurst, which can also be 
found in the Evidence Base. 

Additional evidence noted below LG12. 

Local in character?  1.3 ha. 
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Photo 

  

   

Location map 
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Additional evidence supporting sites LG11 and LG12: 
 
Additional evidence to support the designation of sites LG11 and LG12: 
 
• Evidence 1: Landmarks Fall – newspaper article describing the significance of the two sites 
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• Evidence 2: Letter from Wadhurst History Society detailing the historical importance of the two 

sites 
 

 
 
 
 

• Evidence 3: Extended Phase 1 habitat survey – Turners Green Road – shown in Evidence Base and 
available on the Wadhurst Parish Council website. 
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• Evidence 4: Historical letter to the Courier detailing the sites.  
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• Evidence 4: Ecological data search for land at Turners Green Road, Wadhurst, prepared by the 
Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre. Report reference SxBRC/20/921. Prepared on 16/03/2021. Full 
report available on the Wadhurst Parish Council website. 

 
--- 
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LG13: Bewl Water Reservoir Recreation & Leisure Area 

Address and location Bewl Reservoir, Bewlbridge Lane, Wadhurst, TN3 8JH 

Ownership details Southern Water (Salomons UK Ltd - Lessee) 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

A much-valued multi-use leisure and recreation area for community use. 
Landscaped to a design by award winning landscape architect Dame Sylvia 
Crowe PPILA: 

● mainly large open grassed areas, ancient woodland, and foreshore 
for walking and informal recreation 

● reservoir foreshore with slipways and bases for rowing, sailing and 
canoe clubs and outdoor boat storage areas 

● a base for fishermen, with boat hire and tackle shop 

● camping 

● children’s adventure play-area and soft play area 

Nearby: 

● landscaped car parking area 

● cafe  

Any designations AONB, within a Local Wildlife Site and a Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest.  

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No. 

Planning 
permissions? 

Various applications have been made in the past, most recently: 80 earth 
lodges – application rejected. Campsite for 80 pitches granted for 3 years 
from 2021. Currently applications outstanding for change of use to 
overnight accommodation for the former clubhouse and the race box. 

Access & proximity 
including how close 
to the community it 
serves  

The main visitor and vehicle entrance is from the A21 but Wadhurst 
residents typically access Bewl via the B2100 to Bewlbridge Lane and Hook 
Hill Lanes, parking there and walking in via Bewl’s ‘back door’ or its vehicle 
exit. Some also walk from Wadhurst village and Cousley Wood via the 
footpath network. Within 1km of Lower Cousley Wood and 2.4km of 
Cousley Wood. 

  

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: In answer to a question in the Household Survey regarding 
public open spaces used or valued as an asset to the community, Bewl 
Reservoir was: 

● used for informal activities by 61% (571) of respondents, 

● used for dog walking by 42% (392) of respondents, 

● used for organised sport by 11% (107) of respondents, & 
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● not used but valued by 19% (178) of respondents. 

There is no alternative site of at least 20 Ha. in the Parish to meet Natural 
England’s ANGSt standard. 

 
Beauty: Wonderful views throughout this area across Reservoir and across 
the High Weald. 

Additional evidence noted below this table. 

Local in character?  Circa 13 ha. 

Photo 

  

 

Location map 

 

 

--- 
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LG16: Stone Cross Farm Field 

Address and location Lower High Street, TN5 6LR 

Ownership details Privately owned. 

Description and 
purpose / current 
use 

This a community-valued sheep grazing field, featuring a popular public 
footpath (Wadhurst 27a). 

Any designations AONB and borders to the Wadhurst Conservation Area. 

Site allocations in 
Local Plan 

No, but submitted as a potential site in the WDC 2020 Call for Sites. 

Planning 
permissions? 

No. 

Access & proximity 
including how close 
to the community it 
serves (in meters) 

Located close to homes crossed by Footpath 27a. 

Demonstrably 
Special? 

Recreation: Since 2011 this field has been used (bar Covid and severe 
weather) to host the annual Parish Bonfire and Firework display by the 
Wadhurst Warriors Charity. The slopes are used for tobogganing on snow 
days. The site offers the first and only distinctive and highly valued views 
to the southern ridges as you enter Wadhurst from the B2099 (southeast). 
It is beautiful, tranquil and has a historic, well-used public footpath 27a 
(Snape 4) running through it, leading to Birchetts Wood and Forestry 
Commission Snape Wood. This footpath represents the one public access 
to these ancient woods without having to walk on pavement- less roads or 
take the car and is the only footpath able to be directly accessed from 
Wadhurst village High Street. This unique footpath is highly valued by the 
community and used for walking and bird watching. 

Beauty: The site affords beautiful views to the southern ridges and sunset 
views to the west. 

Wildlife: The site supports badgers, deer, and rare species such as great 
crested newts in the nearby pond. 

 

Local in character?  0.7 ha. 
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Photo 

       

     

Location map 

 

--- 


