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THE MINUTES OF WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE 
PAVILION, SPARROWS GREEN RECREATION GROUND, WADHURST  

ON THURSDAY 29TH JULY 2021 AT 1930 HOURS. 
 

Present: Cllr Gadd (Chair), Cllr Smith, Cllr Murphy, Cllr C Moore, Cllr P Moore, Cllr Crawford, & Cllr Morris 
 

Also, in attendance:  Cllr Howell. There were no other members of the public present.  
 
It was agreed by full council that Cllr Smith would take the minutes due to illness of the Clerk. 
 

 
1. To receive apologies and reasons for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr’s Anderson, Bullock, Edwards, Niell, Maggs, 
Tincombe and Griffin. 
 

2. To receive declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items 
on the agenda and updates to members’ register of interests. 
None 
 

3. Public Forum – time limit 15 minutes. 
 

4. County Councillor and District Councillor reports. 
Cllr Griffin raised a question concerning Waters Reach. Cllr Howell responded by stating that she 
has responded to the email, but it is an issue which requires to be reviewed constantly” because 
they have not fulfilled their conditions relating to wild flowers.”, which now covered in docks.   
 

 
5. To consider, and approve if appropriate, which agenda items are sufficiently confidential as 

to warrant exclusion of members of the press and public under the provisions of the Public 
Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960.   
Item 10.5  
 

6. To approve the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 24th June 2021 as a true 
record. 
Cllr Murphy stated that she feels there is too much details in some sections of the minutes and not 
enough details in other sections.  Cllr Murphy raised a number of points which she would like to be 
amended in the minutes.  Cllr P Moore stated that these are the Clerks minutes and therefore 
should be deferred until the next Full Council Meeting in September. Cllr Smith stated that minutes 
should reflect actions only and who is responsible for those actions.  Cllr Gadd stated that minutes 
should be questions asked, points raised and the proposals. Cllr Gadd proposed that the minutes 
should be deferred until the next meeting and review the amendments along with the original 
minutes. All approved 
 

7. To determine matters arising from the meeting on 24th June 2021 for updating and noting. 

• Clarification for the Jardin is on-going and will be discussed in September’s meeting. 

• Standing orders – clerk collating comments.  Noted that NALC is still showing the UK is still 
part of the EU; clerk is waiting for an update from NALC and will be reviewed at the next 
meeting.   

• Code of Conduct training to be confirmed in September.  

• Boundaries – Cllr C Moore emailed Cllr Standley concerning the proposed new boundary 
between Hailsham and Crowborough and Wadhurst should be part of High Weald ANOB.  
Cllr Morris informed the committee that the previous proposal was to create a hybid seat 
between Kent and Sussex with Tunbridge Wells.  

• Cllr Murphy raised a question about papers at the Pavilion. Cllr Gadd stated that all 
documents have been scanned, hard copies of important documents will be kept, all 
documents have been categorised by committees and subjects.   

 
8. Chair’s Announcements  

• Cllrs, Gadd, P Moore and C Moore attended the Chairs course. From the course, the reasons 
for councillors’ absence from a meeting should not be in the public domain, however you can 
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request that info from the Clerk. Cllr Murphy requested the reasons for this change, Cllr Gadd 
stated that you can no longer say why Cllrs are away for example on holiday. Action: Clerk 
to amend Standing Orders to reflect this. 

• Cllr Peaford is no longer a councillor. The law states if a councillor does not attend any meeting 
for six months and does not send any apologies, then by law they are no longer a councillor. 
An email and a recorded letter were sent to Cllr Peaford advising her that she is no longer a 
councillor. Some councillors did not receive the email on this subject. Action – Clerk to resend 
email. 

• Clerk has all the details to start the process of recruiting a new Co-opt Councillor in September.  
Cllr. Gadd invited Cllr Howell to speak and reiterated and confirmed that Cllr Peaford cannot 
be a councillor anymore.    

 
9. Finance items for decision and allocation of resources  

9.1 To agree the payment list (cheques and Direct Debits) for July 2021.  
 
9.2 To note the bank accounts reconciliations for April, May and June 2021. 
 
9.3 To note the receipt of £12,970.11 CIL funds from WDC and the transfer of this into EMR 
CIL 
 
9.4 To note the receipt of the first part of the precept from WDC £76,000. 
Items 9.1 to 9.4 taken as a whole. Cllr C Moore stated these items cannot be signed off but can be 
approved. Cllrs P Moore, C Moore, Gadd, Smith Morris agreed.  Cllrs Murphy and Crawford 
abstained. 

 
9.5 To note the approval of the application for a £5,000 COVID from WDC. 
Cllr Gadd stated that three grants were received which has been almost spent on Covid items.  Cllr 
C Moore stated we received a top up grant of £3400 which was due to the clerk diligence in getting 
the grant and to note that it has been accepted and approved.  

9.6 To approve the expenditure for painting of the bollards at Jardin d’Aubers – Cllr Gadd 
This item should be noted only as it has already been agreed.  
 

10. Items for decision and allocation of resources if necessary 
10.1 To adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 19th June 2021 and 

3rd July 2021 
Action - Approved.  
 

10.2 To adopt the minutes of the Highways Lighting and Transport committee meeting held 
22nd July 2021. 

Action – Defer to September meeting as the minutes have not been sent. 
 

10.3 Use of the ‘wadhurst-pc.gov.uk’ email addresses by all Cllrs – Cllr Smith 
Cllr Crawford still not receiving any emails.  Action – Clerk to contact relevant councillors to 
discuss this issue.  Cllr Gadd advise that it is not mandatory but best practice to use Cllr emails 
rather than personal emails in case the Council receives a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. 
Cllr Murphy stated that she finds it too difficult to move between different email accounts but 
appreciates that other councillors do not have the same issue. Cllr Gadd suggested that if not 
using 'pc.gov' emails then it is best to ensure Clerk is cc'd in on all received and sent emails, so 
emails can be 'picked up' in an IT email sweep, in the event of an FOI. 
 
 

10.4 Request from a Hawkhurst parishioner to carry out metal detecting in Wadhurst 
public areas. 

Cllr Moore stated there is only the Jardin and the Recreation Ground where we can give permission 
for metal detecting. She investigated what other councillors have done and they done allow this 
activity due to safety concerns with respect to leaving holes in the ground where walkers could trip 
and injury themselves.  Cllr Crawford stated that he is in favour of the request but specified  that if 
the person was reasonably careful not to leave a hole in the ground for people to fall in to. Cllr Gadd 
stated she would not be inclined to grant the request due to the expensive irrigation system on the 
football pitch.  Cllr Murphy asked if the Insurance company could be contacted to ascertain if this 
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was problem, which she suspected it probably would invalidate our insurance this could be a 
reasonable respond to the applicant due to invalidation our insurance policy. Cllr Gadd stated that a 
student wanted to do some litter picking and the insurance company provided a long list of things 
which the council could not do which included not providing a bags to collect the litter, no help and 
no equipment etc. Cllr P Moore stated that he is in favour of the request however, it is problematic 
due to permission and possible no interest value.  Cllr Gadd proposed we decline the request for 
safety reasons and state the only land the council have is the football pitch. Seconded by Cllr P 
Moore.  All approved.   

 
10.5 Private and confidential: to approve the proposal for recruitment of staff  

Cllr Gadd proposed to change job title to Trainee Clerk.  Seconded by Cllr Crawford.  Against 
Cllr Murphy and Morris.  
 

10.6 Private and confidential: to approve cover for the Caretaker 
Holiday cover for the Caretaker. Caretaker advised Cllr Gadd that he has found a person who is 
willing to do the holiday cover. Cllr Gadd proposed that Cllrs Gadd, Smith and C Moore arranged an 
initial chat with the person.  Cllr Murphy raised a concern if this person is a contractor or an 
employee and does the job need advertised, what does the recruitment policy advised if it is not a 
contractor? Cllr Gadd stated that the clerk will ask the insurance company the number of hours the 
council can employ a  casual worker as a contractor without their own company due to public 
liability. Cllr Murphy stated that the panel need to sort out what the tasks and pay will be before 
inviting the candidate for a chat. Cllr P Moore proposed to have a chat with the candidate. 
Seconded by Cllr Crawford.  Agreed by Cllrs Smith, C Moore and Cllr Gadd.  Against Cllrs Morris 
and Murphy.   
Cllr Gadd asked in any councillors are willing to open and closed the main gate after the tennis club 
have finished every other weekend.  Thank you to Cllr Crawford for volunteering.  
Cllr C Moore suggested to talking to an agency regarding holiday cover.  Cllr P Moore suggested 
can this be delegated to the panel to make a decision. Seconded by Cllr Crawford.  Agreed by Cllrs 
Gadd, C Moore and Smith.  Abstain Cllr Morris.  Against Cllr Murphy.  

 
10.7 Suggestion to get a ball park estimate for a double deck car park in the Greyhound – 

same as they have at Tonbridge and Orpington stations – Cllr Griffin 
Item deferred until next meeting.  All approved. 
 

10.8 To approve up to £100 expenditure from Highways Lighting and Transport budget to 
purchase new bulbs for all the village planters ready for the autumn planting – Cllr Griffin 
All approved.  
 

10.9 To consider, and approve, if possible, quotes for replacement play equipment parts 
from Playdale (please note only one quote to consider as using the original supplier) – 
Cllr Crawford. 
Cllr Gadd proposed to go ahead to get quotes for replacement.  Seconded by Cllr C Moore.  All 
approved.  
 

10.10 To approve that the WPC requests WDC install a neighbourhood recycling bring site – 
Cllr C Moore 
Proposed by Cllr C Moore.  Seconded by Cllr P Moore.  All approved. 
Cllr P Moore stated no parking spaces available, and currently in discussion with Uplands 
Community School.  
 

10.11 Consideration of quote for adding curbing at Station Road – Cllr Gadd 
Cllr Gadd stated that the trainable at Cockmount Lane and Gloucester Road is eroding away 
due to traffic. Cllr Murphy stated her concern with respect to construction starting on Old Station 
Road and felt that any work we commission would get ruin by construction vehicles.    Cllr 
Howell stated that in Tunbridge Wells they use sleepers to help elevate the problem.  Cllr Gadd 
proposed to review the sleeper option and cub option with no weed killers with a budget of 
£4,000 +VAT.  Seconded by Cllr P Moore.  All approved. Cllr Crawford abstained.  
 

10.12 Heritage lamppost at Gloucester Place triangle – Cllr Gadd 
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Deferred: papers were not fully complete. Action: Clerk to add this to the agenda for 9th September 
2021. 

 
11. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  

11.1 To approve the costs for printing the NP survey documents x 1050 copies, and distribution 
- Cllr C Moore. 
Cllr P Moore the cost of printing NP survey documents.  Seconded by Cllr Gadd. All approved.  
11.2 Neighbourhood plan update 
Cllr C Moore to request the Clerk to include in the next meeting for consideration to pay for traffic 

survey and an independent review.  Action Clerk to add to next meeting’s agenda. 
Cllr C Moore informed the committee that the second Neighbourhood drop-in session was well 

attended, and the residents were supportive of what the NP was trying to achieve.   
 

12.Items for noting 
 
12.1 Wadhurst Culture photo exhibition in Picolos Café. 

Noted.  
 

13.Correspondence list. 
Noted.  

14.Urgent issues at the discretion of the Chair for noting or inclusion on future agenda 
Nothing 
 
Meeting closed 20.16 
 
 
 


