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A NEW tourism brand, Explore 
Wealden, has been launched in 
time for the Summer season.  

“We are really excited to be able 
to share this news at a time 
when the hospitality sector needs 
our help more than ever.” said 
Councillor Roy Galley, Portfolio 
Holder for Economic Develop-
ment. “In 2019; the total value of 
tourism was around £368 million. 
This included nearly half a million 
overnight stays and just under 
six million day trips. We hope to 
build on these numbers with the 
new brand, which aims to         
increase awareness of the     
District and maximise visitor    
expenditure.” 

Reassurance 

A safe visitor experience in the 
months ahead will be vital for the 
hundreds of businesses which 
rely on tourism for their           
livelihoods.  

Due to the Government’s         
decision to pause the relaxation 
of social distancing restrictions 
until 19 July, the launch of       
Explore Wealden took place 
online in front of an invited       
audience. 

“The final touches are also being 
made to a new website that will 
be a great way to show off our 
beautiful District for others to   
explore. The website will include 
the many hidden gems we have 

to offer our residents and visitors 
alike. We hope that this will be a 
better way to promote our       
attractions, accommodation and 
food and drink establishments 
and help them reach more      
potential customers.” 

New website 

The story of Explore Wealden is 
being shared with our tourism 
businesses. The brand will be 
available for all to see on launch 
of our new website in July. 

“Every day I realise how lucky we 
are to live in such a wonderful 
and diverse area of the country. 
Thank you to all of those that 
have been    involved in the pro-
ject and have 
helped bring 
Wealden to 
life,” added Cllr 
Galley.  

The Council 
has been  

supporting local 
businesses with 
planning and 
health     advice 
during the   
pandemic. You 
can find more 
about Covid 
support for local       
businesses on 
the Covid-19 
pages of the 
Wealden web-

site.   

Hospitality businesses located in 
Wealden who would like to be 
included on the website and with-
in other promotional activity  

can register interest with the 
Tourism Steering Group via                           
tourism@wealden.gov.uk.  

THREE types of grant funding are available to help 

prepare a Neighbourhood Plan: 

Basic Grant Funding: All groups  are eligible  for up 

to £10,000 in basic grant. You can also apply for 

technical support (provided you meet the eligibility 

criteria) to help you with your Neighbourhood Plan. 

Additional Grant Funding: Depending on eligibility, an 

additional grant of up to £8,000 is available. This 

will take the total amount of grant available to 

£18,000. 

Affordable Housing for Sale Grant Funding: This is a 

new element to the programme, and it is a pilot 

scheme. By bringing forward affordable  housing for 

sale, you may be eligible for further grant funding of 

up to £10,000 to develop these ideas. 

Grants for Neighbourhood Plans 

New brand 
to grow our 
tourist 
economy 

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/press-and-media/coronavirus-covid-19-latest/grants-and-support-for-businesses/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/press-and-media/coronavirus-covid-19-latest/grants-and-support-for-businesses/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/about/grant-funding/#affordablehousing


 

Cabinet news 

Preparing for the Digital Age  
THE Covid crisis has highlighted the importance 
of digital technology to the Council, enabling to 
continue to serve the public during lockdown. 

Wealden is now looking to build on this               
experience through a new Digital Strategy to      
improve customer services and its democratic   
response. 

The Strategy aims to deliver customer-facing 
digital services that are so straightforward, 
consistent and convenient that all those who can 
use them, will choose to do so with confidence. 
Similar to the way customers order food via their 
mobile phones or book seats on aeroplanes. 

It aims to support people to help them gain digital 
skills. To meet the needs of all customers it will 

ensure all web content can be used by anyone. 
Customer insight  will help to improve services.  
There are currently more than 75,000 registered 
accounts for accessing Wealden’s 120+ Council 
services. More than 25,000 residents signed up 
online for the Council’s garden waste collection 
services. During lockdown, Council meetings had 
to be held online. In the future Wealden wants to 
support elected members so they can take part in 
meetings remotely. It is also considering the future 
of democratic engagement and consultation to 
look at ways of increasing public participation in 
the work of the Council. 

Many of improved working practices rely on the 
collection of data.  A key element of the Digital 
Strategy 2021-24 is to build customer trust by pro-
tecting customer data.  

THE COUNCIL saved nearly 

£400,000 through its procure-

ment hub while keeping much 

of the business local.  

It spent £22.6 million during 

2020/21 on external goods 

and services, and 67% of 

this spend was in East 

Sussex and neighbouring 

counties. Just under 20% of 

its suppliers were based in 

Wealden.  

Some 45% of spending - 

£10.2 million- was with small 

and medium-sized businesses. 

This is well in excess of the 25% 

target set by the Government. 

Wealden’s procurement policy is 

one of the many elements of the 

Council’s post Covid-19 business  

recovery plan.  

We continue to work with our local 

suppliers to provide support where 

possible so they are able to bid for 

future contracts. 

Wealden also hosts the East Sussex 

Procurement Hub. Over the past ten 

years, it has delivered total savings 

or increased revenue for itself and 

neighbouring districts and boroughs 

of around £21 million. 

 

Better           

procurement 

makes savings 

and helps local 

businesses 



 Cabinet news 

Wealden District Council has 
updated its Corporate Plan to  
focus on post-Covid economic 
recovery and the all-embracing 
need to combat climate change. 

“Since drawing up this Corporate 
Plan in 2019 we have faced the 
largest national peacetime 
emergency for over a century,” 
said Councillor Bob Standley. 
“We have   also responded the 
climate emergency by drawing 
up an action plan with the clear 
ambition to make both this 
Council, and the     District,     
carbon neutral by 2050 – at the 
latest.” 

“To provide our most effective 
response, a greater strategic 
emphasis has been needed. We 
have re-focussed the 2019-23 
Corporate Plan on eight 
objectives for the next two years. 
These include  ensuring that 
Wealden is Carbon Zero by 2050 
at the latest, and to work with 
partners to regenerate our 
diverse market towns, creating 
jobs and attracting investment. 

“The events of the past 15 
months have highlighted the 
need to provide a strong local 
economy, boosting local jobs. 
This will go hand-in-hand with 
providing better community 
services, a better quality of life 
for all and protecting our unique 
natural   environment,” added the 
Council Leader. 

Strong local economy 

To help boost the hospitality       
economy, which has been badly 
affected by the pandemic, 
Wealden will be launching a new 
tourism strategy next month.  It is 
also trying to secure up to £17 
million through the Government’s 

Levelling Up 
fund for a range 
of health and 
well-being 
facilities to 
enhance  
Hailsham’s leisure provision.  
 
Skills training will be an essential 
part of the recovery.  
Working with the Sussex     
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Council has helped create up to 
500 Kickstart work opportunities 
for young people on Universal 
Credit. During the pandemic, it 
fast-tracked planning procedures 
for local businesses and paid out 
more than £61 million in Covid 
business support grants. 

As part of its climate Emergency 
Action Plan, the Council is     
looking to reduce the energy   
demand of its buildings, as well 
as exploring their potential for 
generating and storing renewable 
energy.  

Pilot scheme 

A pilot scheme has been 
launched encouraging businesses 
on a Hailsham industrial estate to 
install renewable technologies to 
reduce carbon emissions. Other 
green initiatives, including the 
promotion of electric vehicle 
charge points and green wildlife 
corridors, are linked to Wealden’s 
emerging Local Plan which is  
expected to be adopted by the 
end of 2023. 

View the Corporate Plan Mid-
term update  on our website. 

Eight objectives  

for 2021-23 

   Ensure that Wealden is 
Carbon Zero by 2050 at the 
latest. 

   Work with partners to 
regenerate our diverse market 
towns, creating jobs and 
attracting investment. 

   Support our local 
businesses, tourism sector and 
entrepreneurs to achieve a 
locally sustainable economy. 

   Protect and enhance 
Wealden’s unique natural 
environment and heritage. 

   Ensure development meets 
future needs, with associated 
investment in infrastructure. 

   Promote a better quality of 
life for Wealden people through 
activities that improve health, 
resilience and well-being. 

   Improve access to essential 
services for all our 
communities. 

   Generate ongoing sources of 
income to reinvest in local 
priorities and optimise funding 
from external sources. 

Focussing on      
recovery and      
climate change 

https://council.wealden.gov.uk/documents/s74186/Appendix%20A%20Corporate%20Plan%202019%20-%2023%20Mid-term%20update%202021.pdf
https://council.wealden.gov.uk/documents/s74186/Appendix%20A%20Corporate%20Plan%202019%20-%2023%20Mid-term%20update%202021.pdf


Investment on track for   

new affordable housing  
WEALDEN has invested nearly £10 

million in building new affordable 

homes over the past year despite 

difficulties caused by the Covid 

pandemic. 

“We are on track to create 134 

new affordable homes by 

2025/26,” said Councillor Ray 

Cade, Wealden Cabinet member 

for housing. “Over the past year, 11 

new homes for rent and three 

shared ownership homes have 

been delivered at Greenleaf       

Gardens, in Polegate. This is along-

side 12 new council homes for rent 

and two for shared-ownership at 

Woodpecker View in Crowborough.  

All homes were quickly occupied by 

local applicants through Sussex 

Homemove.”  

The Council has recently appointed 

architects PRP to carry out the re-

development of the Streatfeild 

House site in Uckfield to create 

more new affordable homes. PRP 

designed Wealden’s Grants Hill 

Court retirement living scheme 

which won the innovations          

category in last year’s Housing   

Design Awards. Part of the brief for 

the Streatfeild project is to include 

a number of homes which can be  

adapted to help families with disa-

bilities. 

Other affordable housing projects 

currently in the pipeline are 15 new 

homes in Burwash Road,         

Heathfield; 16 new homes at 

Horam; and ten new homes at the 

site of the Rockingham Nursery in 

Crowborough.  

The last two schemes form part of 

the affordable element in large 

schemes which, under Council 

rules, require all new developments 

of a certain size to include 35% af-

fordable housing. Other schemes 

are proposed for Hailsham,         

Wadhurst, Maresfield and              

Crowborough. 

Cllr Cade welcomed changes on 

Government legislation which will 

allow councils more time to spend 

a higher portion of their receipts 

from the Right to Buy sales of 

council properties. 

“The number of Wealden council 

houses that were sold under the 

Government’s Right to Buy scheme 

fell from 18 in 2019/20 to 10 last 

year,” said Cllr Cade. “This was 

probably the result of the           

pandemic. However even with the 

rule changes, we will still only be 

able to use 40% of the money 

raised through sales to replace our    

council house stock.” 

THE Council is now an Erosh 
(Emerging role of sheltered 
housing) Code of Practice   
accredited organisation.  

This follows three days of   
independent assessment of 
the Council’s Retirement    
Living Service.  

The Erosh Code of Practice 
enables service providers 
such as the Council to 
demonstrate the quality of 
their sheltered                     
accommodation and services 
against nationally recognised 
standards.  

Five key areas of the          
Retirement Living Service 
were independently             
assessed. These include: 
management and governance 
of the scheme; value for   
money and effective use of 
resources; the equal and    
respectful treatment of        
residents; effective and     
personalised service and   
customer safety. The           
assessor also interviewed key 
members of staff and a    
number of residents across 
Wealden’s 11 Retirement    
Living Courts. 

“We are delighted to learn 
that our Retirement Living 
service has achieved the 
maximum accreditation    
available from Erosh following 
their assessment of our 
Courts,” said Cllr Ray Cade, 
Cabinet Member for Housing 
and Benefits. 

“Our service is considered to 
be of an ‘outstanding quality’ 
and I have to say that I am 
not surprised having seen it 
first-hand. I congratulate all 
our staff in this achievement.” 

Quality of 
sheltered 
housing is 
recognised 



 

More than £3.5m of CIL money put  
to good use by parishes and towns 
MORE THAN £3.5 million of    
infrastructure improvements have 
been paid for in Wealden’s      
villages and towns since 2018.  

The money has come from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
payments made by developers.  

Despite the pandemic, £568 000 
is being paid out this year 
2021/22. Since 2018, 40 
Wealden Parish and Town Coun-
cils has received CIL money to 
help them make infrastructure 
improvements for the local com-
munities. The main beneficiaries 
over the past four years include: 
Westham Parish Council,  
Willingdon and Jevington Parish 
Council, Polegate Town Council, 
Horam Parish Council, Hellingly 
Parish Council, Heathfield and 
Waldron Parish Council,         

Hailsham Town Council, and 
Crowbrorough Town Council.  

The money has been used to  
improve village halls and play  
areas, install safer pathways and 
upgrade car parking provision. 
Some has been spent on         
restoring  finger  post signs which 
are an enduring feature of the 

Sussex country-
side. 

“Many of these 
small  

improvements 
may only be   
noticed by local 
people,” said 
Councillor Ann 
Newton, Cabinet 
Member         
responsible for 
Planning &     
Development. 
“But they will 
make a large    
improvement to 
residents’ lives.  

These local improvements are 
being delivered alongside larger 
infrastructure investments across 

the District, through partnerships 
and other providers.  

These will aim to reduce some of 
the major traffic bottlenecks 
across the county, provide new 
school places and increase 
health service provision where it 
is needed.” 

Parish and Town Councils are 
awarded an allocation based on 
the amount of development      
taking place in their area. 

Pathways at Hailsham Country Park have benefited 

from improvements thanks to  developer contributions 

• Hailsham Town Council has spent £26,000 on improve-
ments to the paths in Hailsham Country Park.  

• Herstmonceux Parish Council has spent £22,630 on im-
proving access and the car park to the recreation ground 
and surfacing work to the children’s play park.  

•Crowborough Town Council has spent £116, 500 on kerb-
ing, drainage and fencing at the Summersales Burial 
Ground. 

•Rotherfield Parish Council has spent nearly £18,000 on a 
pedestrian pavement at Mark Cross. 

•Westham Parish Council has spent £42,000 on the Castle 
Bolton play area.  

• At Horam, CIL money has been used for car park improve-
ments at the village hall as well as improvements to foot-
ways and repairs to fingerposts. 

In the face of the Covid pandemic, the 

Wealden Dementia Action Alliance is 

continuing to work to make Wealden 

more dementia-friendly 

It used National Dementia Action 

Week, 17-23 May, to re-connect with 

its friends who have been having to self

-isolate. 

WDAA, backed by local groups and 

businesses, arranged for 120 free 

goody bags  to be distributed from  

various locations. They contained 

items for  an afternoon tea, seeds, 

pens, beach ball, bags, hand creams, 

tea bags, knitting, biscuits and lots of   

activities to do at home.  

“With lives at last beginning to return 

to normal we want to reach out to 

those people living with dementia in 

our communities,” said Councillor  

Philip Lunn, Community and Public 

Health Portfolio Holder for Wealden 

District Council.  

Goody bags treat for 

people with dementia 

brightens up May  



 

 

 

THE independent Boundary Commission for     
England (BCE) is redrawing the map of               
Parliamentary constituency boundaries.  

The changes will make the number of electors in 
each constituency more equal, thus ensuring      
individual votes are of broadly equal weight, and in 
doing so increase the number of constituencies 
from 533 to 543.  

Go online at www.bcereviews.org.uk to view and 
comment on the proposals. Don’t miss out –      
contribute your local knowledge and have your say 
on what the new constituencies should be by 2   
August 2021. 

Increasing the number of MPs 

Who should be honoured in 2022? 
THE nomination window for 

nominations for the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours in 2022 is now open and will 

be open up to Wednesday 1 

September.  

The Ministry of Housing, Communities 

and Local Government (MHCLG) is   

especially interested in nominations 

for people who are working or           

volunteering in their community 

around the following themes; 

 Those helping to build a more 

united and integrated country. 

 Those in the private and public 

sector ensuring we build the 

homes and places that our    

country needs. 

 Recognising enterprise and     

entrepreneurship. 

 Individuals who have gone well 

beyond the call of duty to deliver 

for people during the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 Individuals delivering exceptional 

local public services 

for communities and 

leading innovation and 

reform in local        

government. 

Applications for honours are 

made online (MHCLG 

Birthday 2022 Honours nomination 

form Deadline: 10am Wednesday 1 

September) and require at least two 

letters of support to be emailed to 

honours@communities.gov.uk. 

If you are interested in learning more 

about how to make a nomination and 

what makes up a good nomination 

MHCLG are running some workshops 

throughout June and July – more 

information on these can be found 

here (MHCLG - Honours Workshop 

Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite) 

THERE are more than 69,000 unpaid carers in East Sussex who look after a 
relative, friend or neighbour who could not manage without them.  

The Care for Carers East Sussex website has a range of free digital            
resources for carers. Care for Carers also hold special events for carers 
throughout he year.  Carers will be able to register for free access to online 
resources that include information, e-learning, videos and guides on a range 
of carer topics and the Jointly app to help carers look after the person they 
care for  

Care for Carers is also campaigning for a £50 a week increase in funding for 
Carers breaks. 

Making caring visible and valued 

#BeCliffAware 
WEALDEN and other 

coastal Sussex           

authorities are            

continuing to press the 

message about cliff 

safety this summer 

Our long-standing multi-

agency campaign 

(#BeCliffAware),       

highlighting the dangers 

of the unstable chalk 

cliffs, has been           

refreshed with a new 

set of posters and     

social media output.   

We have been working 

with  South Downs     

National Park, National 

Trust, Sussex Police, 

and touring bus        

companies to educate 

our visitors. 

The staycation summer 

means inconsiderate 

parking has also        

become a problem in 

some areas. Share the 

campaign on Facebook 

and Twitter.  

https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqJI_dI42TARGl7cq0tuz1IhUNUZGRE8zT1RENERDU1BIMkhRVUlXTkc1Uy4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqJI_dI42TARGl7cq0tuz1IhUNUZGRE8zT1RENERDU1BIMkhRVUlXTkc1Uy4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqJI_dI42TARGl7cq0tuz1IhUNUZGRE8zT1RENERDU1BIMkhRVUlXTkc1Uy4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqJI_dI42TARGl7cq0tuz1IhUNUZGRE8zT1RENERDU1BIMkhRVUlXTkc1Uy4u
mailto:honours@communities.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mhclg-honours-workshop-tickets-116199342361
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mhclg-honours-workshop-tickets-116199342361
https://www.cftc.org.uk/carers-week-7th-13th-june-2021-making-caring-visible-and-valued-2/


WE HAVE launched a 
new campaign to help 
tackle the nationwide  
litter “trashdemic” that’s 
blighting our local towns 
and villages.  

The Council hopes that 
its new anti-littering  
campaign encouraging 
people to “Do the right 
thing!” will help to       
address the noticeable 
increase in litter across 
the District since      
Government lockdown 
restrictions were eased.  

Alongside Keep Britain 
Tidy’s annual Great    
British Spring Clean, the 
Wealden campaign has 
been reinforcing how 
costly littering is to the 
taxpayer, the               
environment, and our 
local wildlife.  

“We have long supported 
the Great British Spring 
Clean, but given the    
additional focus that the 
pandemic has put on   
littering, now is a good 
time to do something 
more” said Cllr Roy   
Galley, Cabinet Member  
responsible for Waste 
Management.  

“We have used            
behavioural science 
techniques to develop 
new roadside posters. 
These will be displayed 
around the district in    
areas where littering is 
most prevalent.  

“We hope that this   
campaign will make 
those who do litter stop 
and think twice. Better 
still, they will change 
their behaviour as a    
result and realise how 
damaging it is to our   
society and natural   
habitats.” 

Littering in Wealden   
contributes to the one 
million pounds a year the 
Council spends      
providing street cleaning 
services. The Street 
Scene Team is           
responsible for the      
provision of litter and 
dog waste bins, road 
sweeping, fly tipping and 
litter picking.   

In addition to the media 
campaign, the Council is 
installing an additional 
15 new litter bins in 
Pevensey Bay thanks to 
money allocated by the 
European Regional    
Development Fund’s 
(ERDF) Welcome Back 
Fund. Across the District 
there are 900 general 
waste and dog waste 
bins.  

Cllr Galley added, 
“Pevensey Bay is an   
attractive and popular 
stretch of Wealden’s 
coastline. By providing 
15 more waste bins we 
expect to see a          
significant reduction in 
the amount of litter left 
on the beach and in and 

around the high street.” 

To visitors spending time 
in any part of Wealden, 
we politely ask that you 
take your rubbish home 

if you’re unable to find a 
bin, or if bins in the area 
are full. There really is 
no excuse for littering.” 

Do the right 
thing!         

Putting a lid on 
the local litter 
‘trashdemic’ 

Thank-you  litter champions 
VOLUNTEERS and community groups across 

Wealden were out in force during the Great British 

Spring Clean.  

More than 50 individuals and community groups 

took part this year, still under the protection of 

COVID-19 prevention measures.   

Organised litter picks during the Keep Britain Tidy 

campaign collected over 300 bags of litter from the 

District’s streets and open green spaces.  It was an         

increase on the 200 plus bags collected in 2020. 

With many groups now taking to the streets 

throughout the year, it’s estimated that over 700 

bags of litter have been collected since April 2021. 

“Every year we are bowled over by the dedication of 

our community litter pickers, and this year is no  

different,” said Councillor Roy Galley.  

“It is with their help and dedication that we can 

keep littering in Wealden under control, protecting 

our wildlife and environment. Collecting over 700 

bags of litter is astounding and of course it 

shouldn’t even be there in the first place.” 



MAY was National Walking 
Month, and Wealden celebrated 
by promoting a range of         
activities via the Healthy Wealden 
website.  

Events coincided with a           

relaxation in lockdown             
regulations which enable people 
to travel further afield.              
The Healthy Wealden website 
features a new Explore the 
Outdoors section where you can 
find Wealden’s country parks, 

open spaces and woodland. It 
also includes local recreation 
areas and children’s playgrounds.  

Wealden has an array of green 
spaces waiting to be explored.  

The Walking section on the Get 
Active page provides information 
on: 

 How walking can benefit you. 

 Ways to increase your step 
count. 

 A wide range of  short1-2-3  
walks in East Sussex 
provided by The 
Conservation Volunteers.  

The 1-2-3 Walks promoted by 
The Conservation Volunteers are 
self-led walks of 1, 2, or 3 miles 
around local parks, woods and 
nature reserves. There are 23 
walks in Wealden. They are great 
for families of all ages. You can 
print out the maps or download 
them to your smartphone. 

Walking is good for your heart, 
helps control weight, lowers the 
risk of dementia, increases your 
vitamin D intake and gives your 
body a free workout.  

The Council is expanding its   
popular Wealden Walks, 
launched in 2000, to include 36 
new walks . 

Celebrating the best of walking in Wealden 

WE ARE now taking subscriptions 

for the 2021-2022 garden waste 

collections. Current subscribers 

should renew by 15 July to avoid 

any disruption. 

For the equivalent of just £1.10 

per week (£55 annual fee per bin) 

the service will provide a   

fortnightly garden waste  

collection for grass cuttings, 

leaves, hedge trimmings, weeds, 

shrub and flower cuttings.  

“With over 36,000 households 

already signed up, the garden 

waste service is proving a popular 

option with residents in 

Wealden.” says Councillor Roy 

Galley, Portfolio Holder for Waste 

Management. 

“Options to choose from two sizes 

of bins and have up to four bins 

per household mean there is 

something to suit all types of  

garden and gardener.” 

To sign up or renew, visit 

www.wealden.gov.uk/

gardenwaste or calling 01323 

443322.”  

Garden waste is collected every 

fortnight all-year-round, except for 

a two-week break over the  

Christmas and New Year period. 

Those who choose not to renew  

their subscriptions,  do not need 

to contact the Council. The final 

collection will be your last    

scheduled garden waste           

collection in July.  

 

Sign up now for garden waste collections 

https://healthywealden.co.uk/
https://healthywealden.co.uk/find-parks/
https://healthywealden.co.uk/find-parks/
https://healthywealden.co.uk/walking/
http://www.wealden.gov.uk/gardenwaste
http://www.wealden.gov.uk/gardenwaste


SMALL and medium-
sized businesses based 
in the Diplocks Industrial 
Estate, Hailsham, are 
being invited to take part 
in a scheme to help     
improve their energy and 
environmental efficiency. 

The scheme, led by 
Wealden Council,     
commences this July for 
12 months and will be 
funded with £40,500   
recently awarded from 
the Microgeneration   
Certification Scheme 
Charitable Foundation. 

“This funding is fantastic 
news for our small and 
medium businesses,” 
said Cllr Roy Galley, 
portfolio holder for    
Economic Development. 

“This project will 
strengthen our green  
recovery and support 
Wealden’s SMEs in  
generating energy.” 

At a time when many 
businesses are looking 
to save money after a 
tough year, this project 
offers an opportunity to 
improve premises and 
working environment, 
cut costs and reduce 
carbon emissions all at 
the same time. 

The Council will be 
working with businesses 
to understand potential 
barriers to installing re-
newable technology and 
helping to overcome 
them. The scheme will 
look to highlight the  

benefits of going green 
for both freeholders and 
leaseholders on the    
industrial estate, and  
explore the possibilities 
of sharing investments in 
alternative energy     
generation such as solar 
panels and ground 
source heat pumps. 

Adrian Ramsay, Chief 
Executive of MCS    
Charitable Foundation, 
said: “We’re delighted to 
be working with 
Wealden District Council 
on this project. Greening      
business premises is an 
important part of the 
overall drive for net zero 
emissions in buildings 

and communities. This 
project at the Diplocks 
Industrial Estate will 
seek to develop a model 
for engaging SMEs and 
business premises    
owners in renewable 
technologies and carbon 
reductions. We will be 
working with the Council 
to promote the learning 
from the project across 
the country.” 

If you’re a business or 
property owner on     
Diplocks Industrial      
Estate and would like to 
be involved in the      
project, please contact 
sustainabil-
ity@wealden.gov.uk. 

SPECIAL safety measures at    

nearly 100 polling stations         

ensured that this year’s elections 

took place. 

Average turnout for the 15 County 

Council seats contested last week 

in Wealden was 38.6%, while the 

Parish Council election for       

Chalvington with Ripe attracted a 

turnout of 63%. All the election 

results are published on the 

Wealden website. 

“It has been a tremendously busy 

time for Wealden’s Elections 

team, and everyone who worked 

on polling day, 6 May, or at the 

two counts on 7 and 10 May,” said 

Returning Officer Trevor Scott.  

“When we asked staff and          

volunteers back in January to help 

with this election, it was still very 

uncertain as to what the situation 

with the pandemic would be.  

“New measures were put in place, 

with one-way systems and         

extended spacing to ensure social 

distancing. We were able to offer 

voters extra reassurance by   

providing Covid Marshals to     

manage the safety and cleaning at 

every polling station.  

We had nearly 100 polling stations 

operating Wealden on 6 May. Two 

separate count teams were     

needed to reduce the risk of Covid 

exposure. Overall, we needed the 

support of 589 staff and             

volunteers. 

“I would like to thank each of 

them for making this election, at 

one of the most difficult of times, 

possible. I’d also like to thank    

voters for their patience and      

understanding which enabled    

everyone on polling day to vote in 

safety. We can hopefully look 

ahead to needing less safety 

measures in future.” 

Wealden’s Election Team is also 

very grateful to the village halls 

and other venues who opened up 

for these elections. For some, it 

was the first booking since May 

2020. It involved them adopting 

extra cleaning and measures to 

ensure social distancing. 

Wealden businesses  
invited to benefit from 
‘go green’ funding 

Over 580 help out with 
the 2021 elections 

mailto:sustainability@wealden.gov.uk
mailto:sustainability@wealden.gov.uk
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HORSTED GREEN Park, Wealden’s latest country 
park, is frequented by hundreds of visitors and 
their dogs each year. But a far corner of the park 
has become home to a thriving industry of          
pollinators – thanks to the High Weald               
Beekeepers’ Association. 

The swathes of buttercups enjoying the summer 
sun outside of Uckfield provide some of the pollen 
and the nectar that the bees live on and use to 

make honey. They 
will fly as far as three 
miles to find nectar 
and pollen, and by 
visiting different   
flowers along the 
way, help to fertilise 
many thousands of 
plants to provide 
fruit, seed and crops 
for the future.   

No pesticides are 
used at Horsted 
Green making it a 
great home for the 
bees. 

“June and July are very busy months for our bees,” 
explained Dr Peter Coxon, who helps look after the 
ten hives at Horsted Green Park on behalf of the 
High Weald Beekeepers.  

Waggle dance 

“The worker bees will be out all day foraging. They 
use a complex ‘waggle dance’ to signal to           
colleagues where the best nectar and pollen can 
be found, and off they go. A 1lb jar of honey      
represents 60,000 kilometres of bee flight. It may 
involve visits to 2 million flowers.  

“There can be up to 60,000 female worker bees in 
a hive serving just one queen. During its short life, 

a worker bee’s output produces just one quarter of 
a teaspoonful of honey. The worker bees are    
happy going about their pollen–gathering work. 
They only get defensive if someone threatens their 
hive or maybe obstructs their entrance.  

“Alongside the worker bees in the hive will be 
some 1,000 male drones. These bees don’t sting. 
They may get a chance to fertilise the queen. But, 
whatever happens, the females banish them from 
the hive when winter comes. They are left to die. 
The workers and queen hunker down for the     
winter, unlike many bumble bees which hibernate.” 

Important role 

“We are glad the bees enjoy living at Horsted 
Green Park,” said Councillor Roy Galley, Wealden 
Cabinet member responsible for Climate Change. 
“It is important we all help provide the conditions in 
which they can thrive and help keep our          
countryside green and fertile.”   

“The many different species of bee play an         
outstanding role in the ecology of the planet,”      

Bees make the most of Horsted Green Park 

A worker bee  

Traditional apple trees at Horsted Green Park 

Left: Worker bees outside a hive 
Below: A jogger runs past the buttercups 
Right:  Removing honey from the hive 



 

...it’s better without pesticides 

explains Dr Coxon. “Bees are responsible for     
pollinating 70 of the around 100 crop species that 
feed 90% of the world. Without their efforts, whole 
food chains could collapse, putting the human 
population in jeopardy. Nectar is the source of  
carbohydrate the bees use for energy. Pollen is 
their source of protein. It’s needed when raising 
lots of youngsters. 

“Unfortunately bee populations are under threat 
from pesticides, the loss of flower meadows, the 
predatory varroa mite and climate change. That is 
why it is important to encourage bee colonies 
wherever we can.”  

New Council policy 

Wealden District Council stopped using              
insecticides and herbicides at its 30 acre Horam 
Crematorium site in 2019. The policy was          
expanded to include all Council-owned green 
spaces in 2020.  Current 
evidence indicates that they 
can be properly    main-
tained without using pesti-
cides.  

The Council is proposing to 
introduce a Pesticide and 
Herbicide Minimisation  
Policy by 2023. It will only 
allow the spot treatment of 
pernicious weeds and    in-
vasive species by      herbi-
cides in landscaped areas.  

As part the establishment 
of Walshes Park, in     
Crowborough, hundreds of 
square metres of invasive 
Himalayan balsam had to 
be removed by hand.  

NEXUS Planning is undertaking a Town Centre 

Study as part of research for Wealden’s new   

Local Plan. It is asking residents about their 

shopping and leisure preferences. The               

information will be used as an evidence base for 

the Plan. 

NEM’s Market Research has been conducting 

telephone interviews to collect the views of 

1,000 households who are representative of the 

Wealden population. The survey has been        

carried out by telephone, use random digit      

dialling. The Council has not shared or provided 

any personal data as part of this research. 

The research will also include some on street 

surveys in our market towns to capture the views 

of visitors in person. 

We want to gain a better understanding of how 

and where people like to shop, spend their       

leisure time and use their town centres. 

The work will update the previous Town Centre 

Study (2016) and will take account of changes 

since that time including; the way people shop, 

reforms to the planning system and the impact 

that Covid-19 has had on our town centres. 

The survey closed on 27 June.  

Town Centre 
survey for 
Local Plan 

Dr Peter Coxon with one of the Horsted Green apiaries 
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For further information about any of the articles in this Parish Bulletin, please contact Policy,  Insight & 

Communications on 01892 602745 or pr@wealden.gov.uk 

THE ANNUAL meeting 
of Wealden’s Full Council 
on 19 May elected 
Councillor Ron Reed 
(Crowborough Central) 
Chairman of the Council. 
Cllr Angela Snell 
(Polegate Central) was 
elected Vice Chairman.  

It was the first face-to 
face-meeting of Full 
Council since February 
2020.  

Four newly elected     
District Councillors:    
Michael Baker 

(Heathfield North), Tom 
Guyton-Day (Heathfield 
South), Paul Holbrook 
(Hailsham North), and 
Kevin Balsdon 
(Hailsham South) were 
also welcomed  at the 
meeting.  

The departing Chairman 
of two years, Councillor 
Pam Doodes, thanked 
Members and Officers of 
the Council for their   
support. Cllr Doodes has 
worked tirelessly in    
support of Wealden 
businesses and local 

charities, and continued 
to do so despite the 
challenges of the      
pandemic.  

Last year 21 local     
people and groups     
received the Chairman’s 
Community Awards, 
which celebrated 
Wealden’s COVID  
Community Heroes.   

In nominating Cllr Reed, 
Cllr Doodes said: 
“During the past two 
years Ron Reed has 
been a great help and 

support to me, always 
there with a listening ear 
and willing to step in 
when the need arises.”  

It’s been a pleasure 
helping Pam, and I’m 
looking forward to a 
good year,” responded 
Cllr Reed. 

Cllr Angela Snell was 
then elected Vice   
Chairman. She was   
described by Cllr David 
Watts, as “very           
proactive” and a “team 
and community player”.   

Crowborough 
councillor elected 
Chairman of 
Wealden District 
in return to the 
council chamber 

Cllr Ron Reed Cllr Angela Snell 

WEALDEN District Council has been awarded more 

than £300,000  through the Government’s Safer 

Streets initiative. 

“It is the first time that the Safer Streets Fund has 

been made available to local authorities and we are 

pleased that Wealden has been successful. We are 

the only district council to have made a successful 

bid,” said Councillor Philip Lunn, Wealden Cabinet      

member for Community & Public Health. 

“Wealden is a very safe place to live. However this 

funding, provided by the Government, will help us to 

target one area where we believe a carefully thought-

through strategy will make it much more difficult for 

criminals in the future.” 

The £309,453 will be used to install crime–

preventative measures such as CC-TV, improved    

security measures, education and information       

projects and a neighbourhood watch scheme in parts 

of Hailsham. It is in response to above average rec-

orded incidences of neighbourhood crime, including 

robbery and burglary and theft from vehicles. 

The Council will be looking to see what are the most 

effective interventions so that they can be deployed 

in other areas of the District. 

Smarter thinking will help make safer streets  


