WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Topic: WPC Full Council Meeting
Time: Jul 9, 2020 19:00 London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89628412069

Meeting ID: 896 2841 2069

One tap mobile
+442030512874,,89628412069# United Kingdom
+442034815237,,89628412069# United Kingdom

Dial by your location
+44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom
+44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom
+44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom
+44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom
Meeting ID: 896 2841 2069
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kgQEmr3G7
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA

1. To receive apologies and reasons for absence.

2. To receive declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the
agenda and updates to meesibher s6 register of inter
Public Forum i time limit 15 minutes.

To consider, and approve if appropriate, which agenda items are sufficiently confidential as to warrant
exclusion of members of the press and public under the provisions of The Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960

5. To receive reports from the County Councillor and District Councillor

6. To approve the minutes of the meeting on 11 June 2020 as a true record

7. To determine matters arising from the meeting on 11 June 2020 for updating and noting.

8. Chairds Annsounceme

9. Finance items for decision and allocation of resources
9.1 To adopt the Financial Regulations
9.2 To agree changes to the 2020-21 budget
9.3 To agree recommendations from Finance & Recourses Committee with regard to overtime and
appraisals
9.4 To agree recommendations from Finance & Resources Committee with regard to the Caretaker®
contract
9.5 To agree items paid and payable

10. Items for decision and allocation of resources, if necessary.

10.1 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, the remits of the Committees

10.2 To discuss and agree next actions following the new Covid19 guidelines with regard to Sparrows

Green Recreation Ground and the public conveniences.

10.3 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, next actions with regard to the BT kiosk project

10.4 To consider applications for a grant from:
10.4.1 Wadhurst Culture
10.4.2 Wadhurst Twinning Association

10.5 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, the undertaking of structural testing of streetlights by East
Sussex Highways

10.6 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, adopting a template to use for Wadhurst Parish Council
meetings

10.7 To adopt Freedom of Information Policy

10.8 To adopt Standing Orders

10.9 To adopt minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13 June and 27 June 2020

(not yet approved)

11. Items for noting
11.1  Minutes from the Environment, Highways & Transport Committee meeting held on 18 June 2020
11.2 Minutes from the Recreation Ground Management Committee meeting held on 2 July 2020
11.3 Minutes from the Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 2 July 2020
11.4 Newsletter draft
11.5 Correspondence
11.6 Meeting Dates

12. Iltems for Focus and Communication

13. Urgent issues at the discretion of the Chair for noting or inclusion on future agenda
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA CONTENTS

1. To receive apologies and reasons for absence i ClIr Niell and Clir Morris

2.

10.

To receive declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the
agenda and updates to meesther sé register of inter

Public Forum i time limit 15 minutes.

To consider, and approve if appropriate, which agenda items are sufficiently confidential as to warrant
exclusion of members of the press and public under the provisions of The Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960

Agenda item 9.4

To receive reports from the County Councillor and District Councillor i attached
To approve the minutes of the meeting on 11 June 2020 as a true record - attached
To determine matters arising from the meeting on 11 June 2020 for updating and noting
7.10.3 Community Committee did not meet.
7.10.5 Awaiting one further quote for war memorial fence
10.4 ESFRS Letter - attached
10.1 Clerk has instructed Tate fencing to carry out the work
10.6 WPC response to WDC SCI i attached
11.5 Clir Morris Procedure paper - attached
Chairds Annsounceme
Finance items for decision and allocation of resources
9.1 To adopt the Financial Regulations - attached
9.2 To agree changes to the 2020-21 budget - attached
9.3 To agree recommendations from Finance & Recourses Committee with regard to overtime and
appraisals - attached
9.4 To agree recommendations from Finance & Resources Committee with regard to the Caretaker®
contract - attached
9.5 To agree items paid and payable i
1 paper attached
List of Items paid and payable to follow
Items for decision and allocation of resources, if necessary.
10.1 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, the remits of the Committees
Paper from ClIr Morris plus current remits.
10.2 To discuss and agree next actions following the new Covid19 guidelines with regard to Sparrows
Green Recreation Ground and the public conveniences T risk assessments taking place on Wednesday
July 8 2020 i update following meeting
10.3 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, next actions with regard to the BT kiosk project i to follow
10.4 To consider applications for a grant from:
10.4.1 Wadhurst Culture
10.4.2 Wadhurst Twinning Association
10.5 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, the undertaking of structural testing of streetlights by East
Sussex Highways - attached
10.6 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, adopting a template to use for Wadhurst Parish Council
meetings 1 attached
8.2 Streetlighting
8.2.2 It was agreed that the EHT Committee would recommend to Full Council that the steel
columns are included in the survey.
10.7 To adopt Freedom of Information Policy - attached
10.8 To adopt Standing Orders
The draft Standing Orders will be prepared over the summer break and sent to Members to review prior
to adoption at the September meeting and the Financial Regs will be amended accordingly.
10.9 To adopt minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13 June and 27 June 2020
(not yet approved) i attached
2 additional papers i added - for information only i WPC
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

11. Items for noting
11.1  Minutes from the Environment, Highways & Transport Committee meeting held on 18 June 2020 -
attached
11.2 Minutes from the Recreation Ground Management Committee meeting held on 2 July 2020 -
attached
11.3 Minutes from the Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 2 July 2020 - attached
11.4 Newsletter draft
11.5 Correspondence
11.6 Meeting Dates

12. Iltems for Focus and Communication

13. Urgent issues at the discretion of the Chair for noting or inclusion on future agenda
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM 3.0

Public representation:

6" July 2020

Wadhurst Twinning Association

The Wadhurst Twinning Association was formed more than twenty years ago during the celebration
Millennium week-end in July 2000. It followed the research done by John Mackenzie, the history
teacher at Uplands, about the twenty-five Wadhurst soldiers killed as a result of the Battle of Aubers
Ridge on 91" May 1915.

2020 is the twentieth anniversary of the signing of the Twinning Charter between Wadhurst and Aubers.
Celebrations were to have taken place including the bellringers ringing a quarter peel as they did in
2000, but because of the pandemic everything has had to be postponed until 2021.

The purpose of the Twinning Association is to commemorate the lives lost at Aubers, but also to foster
the relationship between Aubers and Wadhurst for the future, trying to find ways to encourage residents
of both villages to come together. Good friends and contacts have already been established and, in the
intervening years, youngsters from the Primary Schools, choirs and other musicians, painters and
historians, cyclists and footballers have enjoyed exchanges. We hope to continue to involve all
generations in creating and maintaining strong links between the two communities.
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM 5.0

County Report towadhurstParish Council Jy2020

High Street

Meeting in next couple of weeks with County officers Paausth myselfto finalise arrangements for re
surfacng.

Libraries

5 Libraries willopen on 18 July. The nearest to Wadhurst will Beowborough. Clicknd collect will be
available as well as limited browsing. Books handled and not taken out will need to be quarantined for 72 ho
There will be no seatp areas noperiodicals, DVDstc

The hone delivery service will be available initially with staff but moving back to the volunteer led model over
time.

Covid 19
The work of the Shiel(ESC)Ycand the Hub (WDC) continuakhoughat a very much reduceevel.
Recovery

The emphasis now is dime recovery andansiderable work is being done getting the economy back to near
normal whilst minimising the risk of a Wave 2. Work is beingrdinated bythe County Councwith District
and Boroughs.

TeamEast SusseXTey is dso involved. Tes the st Sussex part of the devolved South East Local Enterprise
Partnershipand included.eaders of Loc&ovt, business reps and Further Education.

Schools

The majority of schools have been open throughout Cawid 138 out 186open forvulnerablechildren and
those Key worker parents.

Primary Schools opened on Jurf&fdr years R, 1 and 6. Attendance was mixed at the early part of June but ha
built up since. Attendance is apprdklka day

There are 39,000rimary school ppils and the daily figure attending has risen from 6000100D last
Thursday othis week.Given attendance is Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 plus key worker and vulnerable chilc
the number attending should be about 19k so we have ap@5% attendane.

The concentration of effort is now to get all schools back to full attendance from September
Finance

The County Council has incurred extra expenditure 8hEduring Covid and received £26m in extra grants
from HMG. We are lobbying hdifor extra fundng to be fully compensated for the work deand District and
County councils have beatlocated an additional £500m
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

District Report June

Covid has of course had impact on the running of the District Council. Many meetings have beenTreams,
which has been a new learning curve. After the initial ghafstrying to see whagveryone had inhere homes
and trying to not too close to the camera and remember twopull any unfortunate faces it has worked as well
as could be expected der the circumstancesut | think we are all looking forward to getting back to normal
meetings where and whepossible.

There have been some unfortunate incidents where people have not dispidedteries correctly and this has
led to fires in the rafisebins, so | would urge people to dispose of batteries correctly.

2 S| f RSyQa piNd® i©oabld tdsey factors in the district COVID recovand we seek to maintain a
high level of spending with local small and medium sizesin@ss. The couwil spendust under £4.5 million

with Wealden business in 2019/2Recent Covid support meass have seen £3million distributed to local
business through. Smd@lsiness Grants and Retail Hospitality and Leisure Grants. It is planning to allocated
additional £2.6 million through the new Discretionary Business Grant.

Wealden has r@penedapplications for étting in to their retirement living courtthere are of couse, safety
measures in place, but they are being as diligent as they can be

Wealden has given £5000 to 12 organisatitmsover cost incurred throudgtheir community support wrk,
who have doe tremendous work through this difficult time supgdhe most vulnerable in our society.

On a lighter ni could | urge you all to makée most of your recycling O2 YL} alAy3a | yR gl
already have a water bytthey are asy to get and istall, also composting is good for those of you with a
garden.

Wishing all a safe summer.

Johanna Howell
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM 6.

THE MINUTES OF A MEETING OF WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL HELD
REMOTELY VIA ZOOM
ON THURSDAY 11 JUNE 2020 AT 7.00PM

Present: Clirs Anderson (in part), Bullock, Crawford, Edwards (in part), Gadd (Chair), Griffin (in part), C
Moore. P Moore, Morris, Murphy (Vice Chair) (in part), Niell and Peaford

Also in attendance: Amanda Barlow (clerk), WDC Clir Bob Standley (in part) and 2 members of the
public (in part).

1. To receive apologies and reasons for absence.
Apologies received and reasons accepted, from Clir Maggs and Tincombe

2. To receive declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the
agendaandupdat es to membersdé register of interests.
None..

3. Public Forum 1 time limit 15 minutes

Ben Ashton from the Fire Brigade Union advised Members of the proposed cuts to downgrade Wadhurst
from 2 appliance station to 1 appliance station and explained that 2 appliance means a fire engine with
land rover which could take 11 firefighters. A 1 appliance station with no land rover with less firefighters.
Clir Bob Standley advised that Fire and Rescue Services are a County matter and discussed the issues
around the type of appliances and the outdated land rover. The Clerk has Mr Ashton to send the full
details of his representation to her.

Clirs Anderson and Murphy joined the meeting.
Clirs asked Mr Ashton questions regarding the information.
Clir Griffin joined the meeting.

4. To consider, and approve if appropriate, which agenda items are sufficiently confidential as to warrant
exclusion of members of the press and public under the provisions of The Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960.

None.

5. To receive reports from the County Councillor and District Councillor
ClIr Standley had provided a written report.
Clir Murphy asked about the Parish Panel meeting and the change in Standing Orders with regard to the
number of dwellings and speakers. Clir Standley advised that there have been changed due to the
current Covid19 pandemic and the backlog of applications. It is proposed to return to previous numbers.
Clir P Moore thanked ClIr Standley for the parking survey and the advised about proposal to meet with
East Sussex Highways (ESH) to do a walking meeting through the High Street. Clir Gadd commented
t hat Members were disappointed that St Jalwsedshé kbas S
also raised with ESH the entrance to Uplands.

Clir Edwards joined the meeting.

6. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2020 as a true record
Members resolved to adopt the minutes of the meeting of 21 May 2020.

7. To determine matters arising from the previous minutes for updating and noting.
10.3 Clerk and Chairs of Finance & Resources Committee and Community are preparing tender for the
public conveniences and are also preparing a Tender Process Policy document to be reviewed by the
F&R Committee.
10.5 Quotes from 2 other companies are being sought for the fence at the war memorial.
10.13 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to be agreed at Finance & Resources Committee and
brought to the following Full Council meeting for agreement.

8 Chairdéds Announcement s
ClIr Gadd announced that the new RFO, Claudine Feltham has joined the Council and will be joining the
next Full Council meeting in July. Clir Gadd asked that all Members send papers for meetings to the
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk by the deadline of the Friday before at 1pm and if Members did not receive the by the following
Monday they should contact the Clerk. (Action: All Councillors)
Members agreed to take Agenda Iltem 10.4 at this piont so Mr Ashton could leave the meeting.
10. Items for decision and allocation of resources, if necessary.
10.4 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, next actions with regard to the reduction of service at the
Fire Station.
Members resolved that the Council should formally oppose the proposed reductions in fire
services for our local station in Wadhurst. This should be done both by the Council as a body and
those Members who wish do so as individuals. It was agreed that Clirs P Moore, Anderson and
Morris would prepare a response for the Clerk to send out. (Action: Clerk, Clirs P Moore,
Anderson and Morris)
9. Finance items for decision and allocation of resources
9.1 To approve the Annual Return 2019/20
9.1.1 To approve Annual Governance Statements for 2019/20
Members resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2019/20.
Clirs Anderson, Bullock, Crawford, Edwards, Gadd, Griffin, C Moore, P Moore, Murphy
and Niell voted for the proposal.
Cllrs Morris and Peaford abstained.
9.1.2 To approve Accounting Statements for 2019/20
Members resolved to approve the Accounting Statement for 2019/20.
Cllrs Anderson, Bullock, Crawford, Edwards, Gadd, Griffin, C Moore, P Moore, Murphy
and Niell voted for the proposal.
Cllrs Morris and Peaford abstained
9.2 To note the internal audit report 2019/20
Noted.
9.3 To approve/note items payable and paid.
Members resolved to approve items payable and paid at Appendix A.
Cllrs Anderson, Bullock, Crawford, Edwards, Gadd, Griffin, C Moore, P Moore, Murphy
and Niell voted for the proposal.
Cllrs Morris and Peaford abstained

9.4 To note the 2020-21 budget
Noted.

10. Items for decision and allocation of resources, if necessary.

10.1 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, next actions with regard to the Marlpit Fence

Members resolved to agree to go with the quote from Tate Fencing of £2,907.75 providing

that the posts were concreting it. It was agreed that Clir Griffin would confirm with Tate Fencing
the posts would be concerted in and inform the Clerk prior to instruction. (Action: ClIr Griffin and Clerk)

10.2 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, next action with regard to the website provider for the

Parish Council

Members resolved to move the provision of the Parish Council website to Vision ICT. (Action:
Clerk)

Cllrs Anderson, Bullock, Crawford, Edwards, Gadd, Griffin, C Moore, P Moore, Murphy

and Niell voted for the proposal.

Clirs Morris and Peaford abstained

10.3 To discuss and agree, if appropriate, next actions with regard to actions following the

Covid19 pandemic

Members agreed that a poster should be produced to support local shops. (Action: Clir  Gadd)

10.5 To adopt minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 30 May 2020 (not yet

approved)

Members resolved unanimously to adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 30 May

2020 (not yet approved).

10.6 To discuss and agree a response to Wealden Dist r i ¢t OmftStateménbtos Community

Involvement (SCI) Consultation

Clirs Anderson, Bullock, Crawford, Edwards, Gadd, C Moore, P Moore, Morris, Murphy Niell

and Peaford voted for the proposal.

ClIrs Griffin abstained.
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

11. Items for noting
11.1 To note the Minutes from the Communications Committee meeting held on 4 June 2020
Noted.
11.2 To note newsletter draft and deadline for articles
Noted.
11.3 Correspondence
Noted.
11.4 Meeting Dates
Noted.
11.5 Procedures
ClIr Morris queried why his paper was not circulated. The Clerk advised that she was seeking
advice from SSALC.
12. Iltems for Focus and Communication
Members agreed to submit an article regarding the proposed reduction at the Fire Station as discussed at
Agenda Item 10.4.
13. Urgent issues at the discretion of the Chair for noting or inclusion on future agenda
None.
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Appendix A

May 2020 Transfer and Cheques

Cheque

No. To who
BP100115 Mrs A Barlow
BP100115 Europlants
BP100115 Clir Murphy
BP100115 Mrs V Ramm
Bacs Nest Pension
BP100115 Mr R Penny
BP100115 Mrs A Barlow
BP100115 Age Uk
BP100115 Thorpe Building Supplies
BP100115 Richard Milson
BP100115 Richard Milson
BP100115 BT

BP100115 Biffa
BP100115 Mr R Penny
BP100115 Streetlighting

Description

Clerks Expenses

Inv 21731

Expenses

Inv 24

Pension Contribution
Caretaker Salary
Caretaker Salary
Grant

Fixing Toilets

Annual service Pavilion
Annual service Pavilion
WIFI

inv 026019906
Caretaker Expenses
Annual Charge
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Amount
£106.61
£61.25
£73.44
£180.00
£192.94
£616.41
£1,423.14
£2,000.00
£144.00
£150.00
£390.00
£40.00
£42.80
£294.10
£12,506.41

Total £18,221.10

VAT
£0.00
£10.21
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£24.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£7.13
£0.00

NET
£106.61
£51.04
£73.44
£180.00
£192.94
£616.41
£1,423.14
£2,000.00
£120.00
£150.00
£390.00
£40.00
£35.67
£294.10

£2,084.40 £10,422.01
£2,125.74 £16,095.36
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Appendix B

oukhwnE

© o~

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

Correspondence May 15 to June 06 2020

Southeastern launches £400,000 community rail fund

News from the High Weald AONB - May 2020

WDC - Minutes for Planning Committee North, Thursday, 14th May, 2020, 10.30 a.m.

WDC - A decision by Chief Executive has been published: OFF 09/2020 - CE - Crisis Grants
Sussex ALC Bulletin

Newly published decision: Statement of Common Ground between Mid Sussex District Council and
Wealden District Council

News from Nus Ghani MP 02.06.20

Minutes for Full Council, Wednesday, 20th May, 2020, 10.00 a.m.

COVID-19 - Community Hub update

The following have already been circulated to all Members

ESH - Tidebrook Road, Wadhurst - planned road closure

WDC - The May Wealden Parish Bulletin

ESH - Fortnightly Lookahead w/c 25/5/20

SSALC - OPEN LETTER TO ALL COUNCILLORS

ESH - EMERGENCY TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE - C214 TIDEBROOK ROAD, WADHURST -
2/6/2020 TO 5/6/2020

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE - U7534 BEWLBRIDGE LANE, COUSLEY WOOD, WADHURST -
20/7/2020 TO 22/7/2020

WPC continue to receive updates on the Covid19 situation. Members should visit the following site for the latest
information:
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Appendix C

Full Council i Remotely via Zoom or at Sparrows Green Pavilion
June 11

July 9
September 10
October 8
November 5
December 3
January 7
February 4
March 4

April 8

May 13

Finance & Resources i Remotely via Zoom
July 2

Environment, Highways & Transport i Remotely via Zoom
June 18

Community - Remotely via Zoom
June 25

Recreation Ground Management i Remotely via Zoom
July 2

Communications i Remotely via Zoom
June 4

Planning i _Carillon Cottage 1 Saturdays at 9.30 - Remotely via Zoom or at Carillon Cottage
May 30

June 13, 27

July 11, 25
August 8, 22
September 5, 19
October 3, 17, 31
November 14, 28
December 12
January 2, 16, 30
February 13, 27
March 13, 27
April 10, 24

May 8, 15

Tuesday 11 May 2021 at 19:00 - Annual Parish (Village) meeting Commemoration Hall
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM 7.10.4
Wadhurst Parish Council
The Pavilion, Sparrow’s Green Recreation Ground, South View Road, Wadhurst, East Sussex
TNS 6TW
Email: clerk@wadhurst-pc.gov.uk Telephone: 07375 062428

19 June 2020

FAO: Clir Roy Galley, Chair, East Sussex Fire Authority
Dawn Whittaker, Chief Fire Officer and Chief Executive for East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service

Dear Clir Galley and Ms Whittaker,
RE: Wadhurst Parish council oppose cuts to Wadhurst Fire Station Appliances and Personnel

Wadhurst Parish council voted at a full council meeting on the 11" June to strongly oppose the cuts to
Wadhurst Fire Station proposed in the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Integrated risk management plan 2020-
2025 consultation document.

The proposals envisage cutting our fire station from a two-appliance status to a one-appliance status by
cutting the firefighting Land rover and reducing our “on call” firefighters from eighteen to twelve.

This will mean a reduction in Wadhurst from two appliances and eleven fire fighters attending to just one
appliance and five fire fighters attending. This already on top of a reduction from the thirteen firefighters and
two appliances available in 2017.

So, in three years the Wadhurst service will have been cut from two appliances and thirteen firefighters
attending to one appliance and five firefighters attending; this is a huge reduction and puts lives at risk.

The main aim of the Fire service is to save lives and, in this regard, the time taken to attend a call-out matters
significantly. Minutes matter. Wadhurst’s attendance times are already longer than ESFRS averages (both
for full time manned stations and on-call stations) and these attendance times can only be made longer by
the proposed changes.

Attendance time distribution of first-arriving appliance in Wadhurst Station Area
- All Incidents

% of calls attended

Even allowing for its rural nature, and comparing against the national averages for ‘significantly rural fire
services’, Wadhurst’s response times are also already much longer. (The natural averages are 8m 52
seconds (fires ) and 10m&9seconds (Road Vehicles) (source ESFRS))

Wadhurst can therefore ill-afford to lose further personnel and appliances making these response times even
longer.

Wadhurst has a higher proportion of elderly and a higher proportion of children than the ESFRS area average.
Itis rural and in places accessibility is difficult.

www.wadhurst-pe.gov.uk
Page 1 of 3
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Wadhurst Parish Council
The Pavilion, Sparrow’s Green Recreation Ground, South View Road, Wadhurst, East Sussex
TN5 6TW
Email: clerk@wadhurst-pc.gov.uk Telephone: 07375 062428

Wadhurst has a hospital, five schools, three nursing homes and numerous assisted living premises. These
will all be detrimentally affected by the inability to quickly turn out two appliances.

It is our understanding that, due to operational procedures, a second appliance will need to be at the scene
of any fire before fire crews can enter the building in Breathing Apparatus (BA). ESFRS figures and fire-
ground experience show that second appliance arrival times, in the Wadhurst area, are, on average,
around 17 minutes but can be much longer. This is TOO late and this is the situation at present, any cuts
will only serve to exacerbate this problem.

Wadhurst sits on the border of Kent and East Sussex relying on over-the-border cooperation from Kent.
ESFRS and Kent Fire and Rescue Service (KFRS) operate different BA procedures, the two services cannot
work side by side in BA. The pre- determined attendance for a house fire in Frant would involve an appliance
from Tunbridge Wells and one from Wadhurst plus one more ESFRS appliance. In this instance no BA
commitment can be made until the THIRD appliance arrives. The same situation exists in other parts of
Wadhurst Fire station's area such as Ticehurst ( Priory Hospital).

If the existing land Rover (second appliance) is removed from Wadhurst it effectively removes Wadhurst
firefighters ability to carry out their primary duty of saving lives from fire; no human being can survive in a fire
for this amount of time. Minutes matter and lives will be put at risk.

Wadhurst already has the third highest number of fire related injuries (out of twenty-four comparison “on call”
areas) and these proposed cuts will only increase fire related injury risk.

Attendance time distribution of second-arriving appliance in Wadhurst Station
Area - All Incidents

ed

attend

E=R Al Incidents in On-call areas
R Al Incidents in Wadhurst
=0 A\|| Incidents in ESERS

of calls
©
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2%
0% —||—|I'l|-||-|

1234567 8970M1213141516171819202122232425262728293031323334353637383940414243444
Attendance Time (minutes)

Wadhurst fire station also covers the largest inland body of water in south-east England which is used for
leisure activities and is largely inaccessible by road. The loss of the fire-fighting Land Rover will lead to a lack
of off-road capability and make accessing Bewl Water, rural properties and forest fires more difficult in what
is a largely rural location.

The fire brigade in Wadhurst is made up of retained fire fighters. Retained fire fighters are notoriously difficult
to recruit due, in part, to the limited amount of time they have in which to report to the fire station when called
for duty and the willingness of employers prepared to lose staff at a moment’s notice so that they can attend
an emergency call-out.

www.wadhurst-pc.gov.uk
Page 2 of 3
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Wadhurst Parish Council
The Pavilion, Sparrow’s Green Recreation Ground, South View Road, Wadhurst, East Sussex
TN56TW
Email: clerk@wadhurst-pc.gov.uk Telephone: 07375 062428

This has led to difficulties in recruitment that will not be helped by the further reduction in watch strength and
may further reduce appliance availability which is already down to 51% (see below: source: Wadhurst Station

Risk profile)
FIE78P5’s availability has decreased significantly in the 9 year period, its almost available as half as much
in 2017/18 as it was in 2009/10 — a decrease of 4/%.

In addition, the timing of the consultation, during the coronavirus pandemic, is the wrong time for this process,
as peoples’ focus is rightly elsewhere, and not enough time has been allowed for communities to respond to
proposals that will have a huge impact upon them. Such proposals should be subject to maximum community
engagement and scrutiny. It is also not the right time for a restructuring of an emergency service.

It is also a disappointing way to treat frontline services personnel at this time, given the extra demands that
have been placed upon them during the pandemic.

In conclusion, we strongly oppose these cuts to our fire service in Wadhurst. It is clear they will increase the
risk to lives in Wadhurst and so we request that the proposals to cut the firefighting Land Rover and the
number of fire-fighters are dropped.

Yours sincerely
MW&M

Amanda Barlow
Clerk
Wadhurst Parish Council

Cc: consult@esfrs.org
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WADHURST PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM 7.10.6

Wadhurst Parish Council (WPC) Comments and Recommendations for the Wealden District Council

(WDC) Statement of Community Involvement Consultation — May 2020

Background: WDC finds itself in the unenviable position of having a failed new Local Plan (2019), a
lack of a 5 year housing land supply and substantial increased housing need (almost 3 times that
of the, now current, Core Strategy (2013) Local Plan housing need). Wealden residents are
concerned by the erosion of green countryside by major housing developments. Wadhurst is sited
wholly within the AONB and Wadhurst residents are concerned by the inappropriate large scale
planning permissions that have been granted beyond development boundaries ( Waters Reach,
Wadhurst Place and now Old Station Road (despite the PINS Inspector turning down a previous
application)).

Parishioners are therefore very concerned about further overdevelopment due to the impact on
the AONB and the consequential impact on their quality of life due to the increased pressure on
infrastructure.

Therefore, the following comments and recommendations go beyond just responding to the SCI
draft text as Wadhurst Parish Council (WPC) would like to see more fundamental change and
stronger provision for ongoing community involvement.

Comments and Recommendations:

1. WDC Planning Policy Team

a. The WPC recommend that a ‘Community Planning Liaison Team (CPLT)" is formed
within each town/village of Wealden as soon as possible. This CPLT team to work
together with the WDC Policy Management Team to agree site allocations for their
communities, so that they are not a surprise to Parish Councils when first
announced. The CPLT will generally have a much better understanding of available,
suitable and strategic site allocation than the WDC Policy Team, who naturally are
more distant from each community and lack the resources to be able to visit each
individual site.

b. Similarly, following the Call for Sites by WDC, all such sites put forward to be shared
with the CPLT and initial site inspections should include a member of the CPLT.

c. WHPC ask that WDC take a stronger line on environmental issues and consult more
broadly to include a wider range of experts ( noting that WDC were poorly
supported by both adjoining Councils and Consultative bodies (e.g. Natural England)
in trying to protect the Ashdown Forest.)

d. Section 7.8 of the draft SCl: Neighbourhood Plans include formal and accurate maps
of the community in question. WPC recommends that a common, agreed standard
mapping system be used across both Neighbourhood Plans and Local Plans. WDC to
decide on the Mapping System and provide the expertise and / or a mapping service
for Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Teams to use to provide overall District-wide mapping
resource efficiency (Note that the Wadhurst NP Meeting of 21/05/20 with the WDC
NP Project Manager, raised this point but at present only GSI layers are provided by
WDC for NP use.)
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